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Owning Your Own Internet Domain

Do you want to own your own website? Are you running out of Web space on your school account? This session will show you how to set up your own Internet domain, find and choose a Web host, and manage your own website. Stop just browsing content and start providing it!

What you can do with your own web site:
Many of us already have an email account and a small amount of space allocated to us by our employer. In addition, some free web spaces are available on the web as well.  So, why pay for a web site when free space is available?

1) Personalized space - People go to www.yourwebsite.com rather than www.somewhereelse.com/~yourname.  Most paid hosts don’t put their advertising on your web site. Since you own it, it doesn’t change when you change jobs, internet providers, etc.
2) Expanded space - A typical employer will give 10-100Mb of space. Web hosts can supply GB of space for cheap. If your content consists of multimedia, you will need the extra space.
3) Ownership - Employer web spaces often have custom templates and control your content and security. They may even force your site to display logos or advertisements. If you want some extra features (wiki, blog, etc.), you’ll need PHP or ASP scripting, but these might not allowed in your district. If you want complete control over your web presence, you’ll need to buy your own space.
4) Increased functionality –In addition to “classic” content such as images and files, your web page can host a blog or forum for communication, a wiki (an editable web page), a Moodle (free course management system), or enhanced content such as Flash animations, Camtasia or Moviemaker videos, or streaming live video
5) Database support - Some applications like Moodle, blogs, and wikis require database support not typically provided by lower end personal web pages. Databases are often used for authentication (password) schemes. In addition, e-commerce sites would require databases and higher end features.

Choosing a domain - You will need to pick a unique name. Make sure you get a name that ends in .com because most people go there first, they forget about .net or .org. Check http://register.com to make sure your name is available.
Choosing a web host - Wikipedia lists over 2000 to choose from. There may be as many as 30,000 web hosting companies. Select the features you need at the price you want. Search on-line reviews for good quality hosts - www.hostsearch.com and www.webhostingratings.com will help you find a host through their ratings.
Costs: $15 - $25/year to own your domain. $100 to $150 /year for the web space. More if you host an e-commerce site that needs a lot of room, etc. A basic site only requires a few GB.
Managing your site - There is usually a web based administrative panel for managing settings. For managing files a simple FTP client or Dreamweaver will work; in a pinch you can upload files using Internet Explorer. 

A list of FTP clients: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_FTP_clients: 
An FTP primer: http://www.cse.yorku.ca/~mack/1010/Primer-ftp.html
An HTML primer: http://www.w3schools.com/html/html_intro.asp
If you have a small web page, then what the school supplies for you is probably sufficient. If you want to take all your handouts, presentations, or create an on-line community in your classroom, you may need a web host. If you want to become a consultant or run your own business, you will need one. 
Skills needed:
· Necessary 

· FTP

· HTML

· Fearlessness



· Recommended
· HTML w/ CSS
· Dreamweaver or other web creation program


· Optional

· Flash
· ASP, PHP, Javascript or other language
· Database management

