Vision Statement for Firewire SpecialOps: Dean, Fox, Gresens, Martin

The vision for fifth grade science and language arts at Taylor Elementary focuses on students being engaged in constructivist learning. Teachers will facilitate creation of products that demonstrate student mastery of essential skills and effective communication. Usage of technology by both students and staff will be seamless and effective in generating high interest and achievement.  

The curriculum will

· provide constructivist, inquiry based instruction which will afford the opportunity for collaboration, communication, and students taking responsibility for their achievements,

· include activities in both science and language arts which will focus on analysis and synthesis of ideas in order to create new understanding for the students themselves and for authentic audiences, 

· emphasize the students’ connection with the global community and support student buy-in to the concept of life long learning,

· be aligned with state and national standards which support interdisciplinary studies and the integration of technology to support and increase student learning, motivation, and productivity as diverse needs are met.

Teachers will 
· use project-based, problem-based, apprenticeship, and resource-based learning opportunities to support student engagement in both science and language arts,
· facilitate learning and effectively scaffold to help all students develop content understanding as well as the analysis and synthesis skills used in both language arts and science,
· increase their proficiency and comfort level in locating, designing, and utilizing technology that is appropriate for stimulating the learning and critical thinking skills of students, 
· incorporate educational technology tools into instruction confidently to engage and enable diverse learners.
Students will

· demonstrate new understanding, increased productivity, and essential skills for effective communication and learning strategies,
· learn independently and collaboratively, and assume responsibility for their achievements,
· deepen their awareness of the continuing, dynamic evolution of knowledge and the need for them to share and explore through effective communication
The continued refinement and growth of scientific knowledge is dependent on fresh ideas and the communication of those ideas. As students develop their ability to relate concepts, to organize ideas meaningfully, and to express clear, coherent communications, they grow in their ability to share life long learning. Hands-on, inquiry-based learning experiences resulting in student discovery of new ideas and creation of well developed, meaningful written communication describes an optimal yet attainable vision. 

